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ARGENTINA 


DIPTHERIA CASES~--(NA)==Pive cases of diptherta have been reported in the Barrio 
Zavaleta Diatrict in this city, according to a municipality press release yester- 
day. The five, who have been admitted to Muniz Hospital, are schoolchildren who 
all belong to the same family. As a control measure, city hall personnel has 


vaccinated 1,062 people in that same district. [Text] [Buenos Aires HERALD in 
English 7 May 81 p 9) 


CASES OF HEPATITIS--Rosario, 4 May (TELAM)--The Rosario health department has 
reported that two teachers and five students of a dowr ~wn Rosario school have 
been found to be suffering from mild cases of hepatiti. [Buenos Aires TELAM in 
Spanish 1140 GMT 4 May 81) 


CSO: 5$400/2123 











WOLIVIA 


BRIEFS 


TUBERCULOSIS DEATH RATE~-La Paz, 24 Apr (AFP)--Pernando Pinell, director of the 
National Tuberculosia Service has reported that the average death rate due to 
tuberculosis ia currently 47 for every 100,000 inhabitants. Pinanel reported that 
a significant decline of the death rate due to this disease has been taking place 
in recent years. [Paris AFP in Spanish 1856 GMT 24 Apr 81) 


DEATHS FROM YELLOW FEVER--La Paz, 25 Apr (TELAM)--The commander of the second naval 
district headquartered in Trinidad has reported that two sailors have died as a 
result of the yellow fever outbreak in Beni, 1,500 km from La Paz. [Buenos Aires 
TELAM in Spanieh 0455 GMT 25 Apr 81) 


CSO: 5400/2123 











CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


MARBURG VIRUS AFFECTS SOME INHABITANTS 
Buenos Aires LA OPINION in Spanish 24 Mar 81 p 5 
[Article by Gabriel Smirnow) 


[Text] Paris (AFP)=--A dea. views capable of triggering staggering and dest ruc- 
tive epidemics on a worldwice scale wae discovered in the lotent state among cer- 
tain ethnic groups on the African continent, according to 4 recent announcement by 
Prof Francoise Gros, director of the Pasteur Institute in Paris. 


Ae 4 matter of fact, the frightful Marburg virus, which is responsible for an ex- 
tremely contagious fever often fatal to man and which is aleo known by the name of 
“the green monkey disease,” has just been detected in seemingly healthy individuals 
in Sangvi, capital of the Central African Republic, by a team from the Pasteur 

Inet itute. 


Those persons, who are apparently immunized naturally againet the disease, are 
carrying a hidden virus within their bodies which could at any soment be reacti- 
vated upon tranemission to other human beings in a favorable microbial environment. 


In that way, the Marburg virus, which is considered one of the three most dangerous 
viruses in the world because of the quickness of its fatal action, is compared to a4 
sword of Damocles or a time bomb by research doctors, as there is no vaccine to 


prevent its propagation. 


Although this is a little-known and inadequately studied virus--itse handling re- 
quires safety conditions as draconian as radioactive substances--it is known, un- 
fortunately, that it can be tranemitted in various ways. 


During research conducted in the FRG, specifically as the result of a violent 
epidemic in a Frankfurt laboratory, it was proved that the Marburg virus can be 
tranemitted by transcutaneous infection, contamination via the respiratory tract 
or the conjunctivas and, finally, through sexual contact. 


On that occasion, practically all the laboratory personnel were infected by green 
monkeys brought into the country from Uganda for experimental purposes. One-third 
of those affected died quickly in spite of all efforts to save them. 


Clincally, the infection is characterized by high fever, accompanied by heavy 
hemorrhaging, and by an amazing predisposition to contagion. 











Twe Alvican regions, the southern part of Sudan and the northern part of Zaire, 
were seourged simultaneously in 1976 by a variety of the Marburg virus, with hun- 
dreds of deaths, 


Later, other beginnings of epidemics were reported, almost a1) in the western re- 
gions of Black Africa, but with lees tragic resulte, 


The recent discovery announced by Professor Gros is now complicating 4 situation 
which wae already extraordinarily threatening. 


In fact, serological research conducted in M'Bomu Department, southwest of the 
Central African Republic, revealed that 14 out of every 1,000 inhabitants surveyed, 
seemingly healthy, were carriere of the Marburg virus. 


Geneequently, unless all persone coming from Africa are subjected to an adequate 
Leet upon thelr arrival on other continents, it would be very difficult to prevent 
individuals contaminated with latent viruses from spreading the frightful direase 
at any time and in a totally unexpected way. 


814) 
C80; 5400/5106 





MEASLES VACCINATION CAMPAIGN 
Brazzaville MWETI in French 14 Apr 81 p 3 


[Article by A. Batantou: “Sanitation Measures for the City and Campaign Against 
Measles" ] 


[Text] City cleanliness and the vaccination, on this coming 26 April, of approxi- 
mately 3,000 children from 6-12 months of age with the help of the Lions Club of 
Pointe-Noire were the subject of an urgent meeting on Thureday, 9 April, at the 
Ottino Hotel under the chairmanship of the regional politicai commissioner, com- 
rade Ngouonimba Nezari. 


The following participated in that meeting: the director of the Adolphe Sice 
wepital; the regional director of Social Affairs; the head doctor for 

the Health Services of Kouilou; the regional and communal board members of public 
organizations; party members of the commune of Pointe-Noire and of the region of 
Kouilou. 


The first item of business consisted of taking stock of the means to give Pointe- 
Noire a much finer appearance consistent with its present economic resources. The 
regional political commissioner insisted that the actions to be taken in this 
connection be carried out in a manner contrary to the usual manner. 


The second item of business kept the participants longer at that meeting. Because 
measles now kill about 200 out of a thousand persons, it was decided that urgent 
measures should be taken. The regional political commissioner recalled the 

almost alarming situation noted at the Adolphe Sice hosipital when he made a recent 
visit to ask everyone to participate in the vaccination campaign that the Lions 
Club of Pointe-Noire is organizing for next 26 April. 


Citing the example of some analogous operations last year and which ended almost 
in failure, comrade Ngovonimba-Nezari made a strong request that all those in 
charge of staffs at all levels bring this project to a successful conclusion this 
time. 


It is absolutely unthinkable, he said, for such a high mortality rate to continue 
when considerable means are often available to the population. 














Since the people lack teformation, a6 seemed to be apparent in the room, the par~ 
ticlpance at chat meeting pledged, each tn propertion to hie portion of politica) 
or adminietrative responsibilities, to seeneitice the eaximue oumber of parents 
with respect to tile occurrence, 


for example, « @obile radio could be pu. in circulation a6 soon a8 possible by the 
municipal services in order to inform the people, while public organizations and 
party celle aad euclet at 411 lewele would repeat the order for sobilisation within 
their reepective umite. 


The 26ch day of April, if the date — net postponed, should be « semorable day for 
the protection of the life of at least 3,000 children, along with many others, 
who are threatened with seasiles. 


8255 
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MBASUMBS AGATI OT THALASSEMIA ANNOUNCED 

Nicesia HHRRAVGT in Greek © Apr Gi p 7 

(Text! The opening ceremonies for the Anti-Anemia Center took place yesterday 
afternoon in Nicosia, with the president of the Republic, the arehbishep, and 
other offieiais present. 


in Ris saluteatery address, President Kyprianou said, among other things, that 
"we will q@ake every effort to use 





>. Baglesos, chairman of the 
hie address that thie center will constitute the principal agency 


with thalassemia, given the professional personnel as well as the requisite 
mechanical equipment which it has. 


, 
{ 


The speaker stated his conviction that the matter of the prevention of thie 
disease is on the way to 4 solution, through an carr 
of the hereditary defect by the center's laboratory and through the imp) cementation 
of the method of prenatal examinations for pregnant women. 


E 
; 


In hie speech at the Opening ceremonies, Minister of Health Tombaesos said that 
the objectives of the center are to develop 4 service fo: : 


== Diagnosing 211 forme of thalassemia. 

== Identifying the carriers of the hereditary defect of thalassemia. 

-- Prenatal emaminatione by the method of amniocentesis and placentocentesic. 
== Informing the public about this probies. 


== The creation of 4 research service. 

















Tombeé@ee also stated that. 


"At the Anti-anemia Center, 12,000 persons have been examined a6 of How, and 
it te likely Ghat thie umber will inerease to 


“The feevite of the effort te combat thalassemia 
bev avuee in the past 70°80 anemic jdren 
19°4 only 4 eueh children were born, and in 1979 only 19. We hope that through 
the coordinated efforts of this 
we 
within @ period of de4 years thie number will be reduced to sere.” 
The Arehbishep 
in addition, Arehbishep Khrysestomes said in hie speech, among other things: 


"Both a6 persone and a6 4 Church, we Go not consider it proper to use the method 
of abortion--or, a6 it is called euphemistically, the termination of gestation-~- 





for those embryos which are foun? to be suffering from thalassemia. We believe 
that in thie case aleo, preventio, is medically and morally the best 












fitting method of dealing with disease. For this reason, 
@ blood test be preseribed by given free to young people 
of 12 and 15 )eare that these young people can know whether they are 


i 


» 
carrying the hereditary defect 









marriage to the opposite sex. further recommend that our young people 
enlightened on this subject through the introduction of 4 special course about 
thalassemia in the third-year of the gymnasia, by incorporating it inte 
the biology course. If the government is ready to put into effect obligatory 
but free blood tests, then the Church as well will sanction the premar tai 
health certificate, not for the purpose of forbidding any marriage, but so that 
there wiil be certainty that future newlyweds will know whether there is any 
likelihood and what the likelihood ic of thalassemia in their children, and 
thee so that they can make a knowledgeable decision with regard to the assuming 


of their responsibilities.” 


iziié 

















MOBQUITO BSPRAYING=--A joint campaign by the Public Health Department of the 
Georgetown City Cowneil and the Mesquite Control Service of the Ministry of 
Health will be lawnehed thie week to rid the city of goequitoes. Members 
of the Mosquito Control Unit will engage in a fogging exercise in homes to 
help rid the city of adult goequitoes, while the Public Health Department 
of the Council will concentrate on spraying drains, water containers, 
trenches, seeptic tanke [ae published) and other water containers to kill 
larvae. The Ministry of Health has urged members of the public to cooperate 
in the effort by weeding their yarde, destroying a1] unwanted containers 
and cleaning internal drains. The fogging exercise will take place twice 
daily, early in the @ornings and late in the evenings, in cycles of five days. 
|Reeerpt) | Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 13 Apr 61 p 16) 











INDIA 


PAPER REPORTS ON KALA~AZAR PATALITIES 
Lok Sabha Discussion 


Madras THE HINDU in English 25 Apr 81 p 6 


[Text] New Delhi, April 24. The Union Minister for Health, Mr 8. Shankaranand, 
informed the Lok Sabha today that only two deaths were caused in Bihar by kala- 
azar. He described newspaper reporte about ite widespread out break as 
exaggerated.” 


But Mr Shankaranand's “information” was stoutly contested by members, including 
those belonging to the ruling Congrese(!) benches. 


The Minister was replying to a calling attention motion on the “reported death 

of a large number of persone in the villages of Bihar...." tabled by Mr Harikesh 
Bahadur (DSF), Mr Bapusaheb Parulekar (Janata), Mr Tariq Anwar, Mr Harish Chandra 
Singh Rawat and Mr Zainul Basher (Congress-I). 


A total of 444 kalaagzar cases had been detected in eight villages, the Minister 
said. 


Mr Shankaranand said there was no shortage of medicines and DDT and that the 
Bihar Government had enough stocks of pentamidine. 


The National Inetitute of Communicable Diseases was having frequent dialogue 
with the State Health Department. In an overall measure to check and prevent 
kalaazar, 600 doctors had been trained in Bihar. 


5,000 People Affected’ 


Raising the iseve, Mr Harikesh Bahadur said the Minister had not even mentioned 
Kea’ ihar district in his statement where sore than 5,000 people were reported 
affected. 


He wanted the Centre to verify if deaths in Bihar were due to kalaazar or star- 
vation. 


He asked if any research had been undertaken to prevent the disease. 


10 























Ar Shankaranand said kalaasar was not caused by starvation, It was 4 communi-~ 
cable disease and was caused by what in common parlance was known as “sand fly", 
Killing of sand fly could only be done by spraying. 


‘ty Bhupesh Parulekar wanted a etudy to find out why Katihar district was more 
prone to kalaagar and whether the medicines received as gifts from the World 
Health Organisation were being distributed among the needy. 


The Minister said northern Bihar was endemic for kalaasar and districts report- 
ing the majority of cases were Mugeafarpur, Vaishali, Samastipur, Sahaera, 


bast Champaran, Bhagalpur, Monghyr, Beguearai and Purnea. 


Mr Tariq Anwar, Mr Harish Chandra Singh Rawat and Mr Zainul Basher doubted the 
authenticity of the number of deathe caused by kalaazar disclosed by the Minie- 
ter. 


Mr Shankaranand said there was no question of suppressing any facts and that 
the information collected by hie officials was corroborated by the State Health 
Department.=-=PTI and UNI. 


Deaths in Bihar 
Madras THE HINDU in English 25 Apr 81 p 6 


[Text) Patna, April 24. “Kala-agar,” the dreaded disease, has taken 162 
lives in two panchayate of Araria block in Purnea district of North Bihar 
during the last 10 months, according to the Health Minister, Mr U. P. Verma. 


The Minister, who paid a surprise visit to the affected areas on Wednesday, 
told newemen that the victims were mostly Harijans and tribals. 


According to a latest survey, 125 of the 500 people examined have been af! licted 
by the disease. 


The State Government has suspended the Araria Block Medical Officer, Dr C.D. 
Singh, on a charge of negligence of duty. An explanation has been sought 
from the Civil Surgeon, Dr Sayamsundar Prasad. 


Meanwhile, the Government has launched an anti-Kala-azar drive. 
The outbreak of Kala azar was first reported in July last year. Subsequently, 
the block development committee discussed the problem and passed a resolution 


calling for urgent steps to contain the disease. A copy of the resolution 
vas forwarded to the Block Medical Officer, but no action was taken on it. 


cSO: 45400 
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MALARLA ERADICATION PROGRAM REPORTEDLY FAILS 
Madras THE HINDU in English 25 Apr 61 p 6 


(Text) New Delhi, April 24. A review of the National Malaria Eradication 
Programme (NMEP) has revealed that the programme has collapsed in most States 
except Andhra Pradesh mainly due to administrative problems and lack of 
entomological studies. 


Sixteen expert teams sent by the Health Ministry to various States to review 
the programme reported their findings at a meeting held here yesterday and 
today. 


fhe teams have reported that malaria hase flared up in some areas due to poor 
surveillance, inadequate spraying, lack of microscopists and frequent trans- 
fer of anti-malaria staff. 


The team that covered Tamil Nadu reported that malaria incidence in Madras 
"ie increasing year after year.” About 10 per cent of the malaria cases in 
the entire State is contributed by Madras. 


It wae noted that 101,250 tablets of an anti-malaria drug are lying unused in 
Dharmapuri district. 


The team that surveyed Karnataka said that malaria has flared up in 
Selgaum, Dharwar, Bellary and Kolar districts. 


it said “there is an alarming increase” of parasites that cause cerebral 
malaria in the four districts. 


The Karnataka team reported that vehicles provided for anti-malaria work were 
used for other purposes. The team could not see a single motorcycle used for 
malaria work although the Centre has provided 93 of then. 


it said the State was short of spray pumps, microscopists and the insecticide 
BHC. The spray coverage never, exceeded 30 per cent of the sprayable surface 
and malaria was increasing steadily and alarmingly in the State. 





The team noted the total absence of trained entomologists in the antimalaria work 
and recommended that immediate action must be taken to recruit entomologists. 

it said that lack of surveillance had resulted “in low incidence areas reverting 
back to high incidence areas."--PTI. 


cS0: 5400 
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INDIA 


CONFERENCE PLANS REGIONAL ERADICATION OF MALARIA 
Caleutta THE STATESMAN in English 28 Apr 81 p 12 


[Text] 

















LNDLA 





BRIEFS 


KALA@AZAR DEATHS ~-Katihar, April 20=-At least 261 people have died of kala-azai 
at Chikni and Bangaon villages of Katihar district during the past 15 days, 
according to the project executive officer, Katihar, reporte PTL. He said the 
victims were mostly children. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in Englieh 

21 Apr 81 p 1) 


cSO: 5400 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 
LEPROSY DEATH--Bethlehem (Itim)--Leprosy claimed the life of a 2l-year-old woman 
here yesterday. In recent years no deaths from leprosy have been recorded for 


this region, familiar with the disease since ancient times, [Text] [Jerusalem 
THE JERUSALEM POST in English 14 Apr 81 p 2) 


CSO: 5400 


15 











MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


VACCINATION FIGURES--Despite the great difficulties that the districts of the 
province of Maputo have faced, the provincial health department succeeded in 
achieving the goals established for the first quarter of this year, to the 
exception of measles vaccinations, which only reached 71 percent of the goal. 
Despite the lack of transportation, and of cold storage equipment, work proceeded 
normally and goals were achieved as set. Available data show that in the province 
of Maputo a total of 5,814 tetanus vaccinations and 2,833 tuberculosis vaccinations 
were effected during the first quarter. [Excerpts] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
14 May 81 p 3) 


CSO: 5400/5154 
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PEOPLES'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


TARGET DATE FOR ERADICATION OF LEPROSY PLANNED 
Hiong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 23 Apr 81 p 24 


[Text] Beijing, 22 Apr--China has set the year 2000 a» the target date for the 
eradication of leprosy, the NEW CHINA NEWS AGENCY reported today. 


Quoting Public Health Ministry statistics, the agency said half of the 600,000 suf- 
ferers of leprosy registered in 1949 when the communist regime was established can 
now be regarded as cured. 


Chinese provinces most affected by leprosy are those south of the Yangtse River, 
particularly the southern Guangdong and Yunnan provinces. 


The agency said about 2,000 hospitals or specialised institutes staffed by about 
10,00 people form a natiouwide leprosy control network. 


Infectious cases receive regular treatment free of charge in special leprosy hospitals 
or villages. 


Non-infectious cases are generally treated at home and looked after by special medi- 
cal works. The agency also indicated that several detection and control campaigns had 
been launched over the past 30 years in China. 


Recently a Canton newspaper said leprosy had been brought “under control" in Guang- 
dong Province, home to 45 million people. 


It added that the ratio of sufferers among the total population of the province had 
decreased from 1.2 per thousand in 1958 to 9.16 per thousand today.--AFP 


A spokesman for the Medical and Health Department said that leprosy is no ionger a 
problem in Hong Kong. Last year there were 60 outpatients suffering from leprosy who 
received treatment at the Kowloon Hospital special skin unit and the number if falling 
every year. All serious cases were cured and the special ward at Laichikok Hospital 
closed five years ago. 


There is also said to be no danger of cases being found among illegal immigrants 
since no one suffering from leprosy can make the journey to Hong Kong. 


CSO: 5400/4935 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


NEW RABLES VACCINE PROVEN 
Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 22 Apr 81 p 12 
[Article by Huo Bailin] 


{Text} China has succeeded in making cell-culture rabies vaccines from baby hamster 
kidneys, bringing relief to victims of an always tortuous and often fatal disease. 


The vaccine is administered five times in doses of two millilitres each over 30 day. 
The first inoculation is on the day of infection. The second is three days later, 
the third on the seventh day, the fourth on the 14th day and the fifth on the 30th. 


The vaccines, called BHK, were originally developed by a group of scientists headed 
by deputy director Lin Fang-tao of the Virus Research Division at the Biological 
Product Inetitute in Wuhan, capital of Hubei Province, central China. They began 
their research on cell-culture vaccines in 1965, finally synthesising four strains 
in 1974. 


The Public Health Bureau in Hubei Province met in Wuhan in November 1979 and appraised 
the quality of the medicines. They and 49 experts and professors from Beijing, 
Shanghai, Hunan, Hubei, Jiangsu, Guangxi and other parts of China agreed that the 
vaccines were of world quality. 


In lanuary, several biological product institutes in Wuhan, Lanzhou in northwest 
Cyane's Gansu province, and Changchun in northwest China's Jilin province began pro- 
ducing rabies vaccine under the aegis of the Chinese Ministry of PUblic Health. 
Their annual output is now approaching four million millilitres. 


China, like most countries, used to prevent rabies through a series of inoculations 
derived from the brains of sheep. Although effective, they caused serious reactions, 
called anaphylaxis, in patients, even resulting disability and death. The agony was 
compounded by the necessity of as many as 14 to 21 inoculations before cure. 


The new vaccines have none of the old side effects. 


Since 1976, scientists at the Wuhan Biological Product Institute injected 301 pa- 
tients from 14 counties in Hubei, Jiangsu and Hunan provinces and Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Region with the new vaccines. In follow-up studies, five months to three 
years later, they found none had suffered from either a recurrence of rabies or 
anaphylaxis. 
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In the summer and autumn of 1979, rabies was epidemic in Xinyi county in Jiangsu 
province, and 57 people were inoculated with the cell-culture vaccines, Their 
symptoms disappeared, 


However, among the 339 others who were inoculated with the sheep brain vaccine, 
one now suffers partial paralysis, another from Parkison's disease and four from 
numbness and pain. Two died because they were unable to complete the treatment re- 
gimen. 


BHK is also valuable as an immunising agent. Three inoculations will confer immunity 
for one year. While some may react after inoculation with BHK, it is on a far 
smaller scale than the old vaccine. 


In November and December 1974, the Wuhan institute inoculated 49 healthy people in 
Shitang village of Yulin county in the Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region, Sixty-thiee 
per cent showed a slight inflammation aound the vaccination area, which lasted one 
or two days, six per cent experienced pains in the knees, waist and throat and all 
had a low fever, which disappeared in one or two days. 


Again, in a control group, 40 others in Sukling village of Guiping County also in 
Guangxi, were given sheep brain vaccine. The entire control group showed slight 

inflammation and almost all experienced hardening of the skin. 

Thirty per cent suffered from headaches and fatigue. All had a low-grade fever. 


Deputy director Lin says China expects to begin export of BHK in the near future. 


CSO: 5400/4935 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


BRIEFS — 


NEW WEAPONS FIGHT MENINGITIS--The purified vaccine for epidemic cerebrospinal 
meningitis recent)y certified by the Ministry of Public Health is a product of 
successful research of Beijing Research Institute of Biotic Products of the Ministry 
of Public Health with the cooperation of related organizations. This fruit of 
scientific research filled a void in China. It has become "a new weapon" to defeat 
epidemic cerebrospinal meningitis at the advanced level of the world. Epidemic 
cerebrospinal meningitis is an infectious disease with a relatively high rate of 
incidence. The victims are mostly children of 1-15 years of age and the mortality 
rate is rather high. Beijing Research Institute of Biotic Products began to carry 
out the research in 1972 and since then has continued to investigate the subject with 
Institute of Microbiology and Epidemiology of Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, the 
center of Inspection of Pharmaceuticals and Biotic Products of the Ministry of 

Public Health, the Dezhou District Public Health and Epidemic Prevention Station 

of Shandong Province, etc. The comrades of the Cerebrospinal Meningitis Group of 

the Vaccine Office the Glossy Ganoderma [Ganoderma lucidum] Group of Yeast Office, 
and the Department of Epidemiology and the Department of Inspection and Certification 
of the Beijing Research Institute of Biotic Products, who concretely undertook the 
task of scientific research of this project performed close to 1,000 experiments in 

a spirit of selflessness and finally succeeded in 1974 in producing China's first 
purified vaccine for epidemic cerebrospinal meningitis. The chief of the group, 
Wang Liya [3769 4539 0068] who wa. over 50 years of age, gave himself the first 
injection of the vaccine to star’ the human experiment stage of the project, and 

he was able to experience the reaction to the vaccine personally. From 1976 to 1980, 
49.4 million doses of the purified vaccine have been provided by the research insti- 
tute to give out more than 10 million immunizations. Judging from the results of 
such a large quantity of human data, after the vaccine enters the human body, the 
reaction is slight and the serum antibodies increase four to five fold. The mean 
rate of protection of human groups is 82.14 percent. Generally, immunity occurs in 

a half a month or shorter period of time afier the vaccine is injected. [Chen Xuhad 
(7115 4872 6275]] [Text] [Beijing BEIJING RIBAO in Chinese 10 Mar 81 p 1) 6248 


— — — — 
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TR CONTROL, BREBRARGH ADVANCE REPORTED 
Mabane THE TIMER OF SWAZILAND in English 1 May 81 p i 


jtext| The Minietry of Health yesterday formally received the £60,000 mase 
mitieture camera for ite 1.8. Control Centre in Mansini, 


The camera, can take 100mm ae well a6 bigger filme for TR research, wae re- 
ceived by the Minieter for Health, Dr, Samuel Hynd during 4 ceremony at the 
T.8, centre, 


The design and installation of the machine was by Medical Equipment and 
Meintenance Service of Durban which wae represented at yesterday's ceremony 
by ite Director, Mr. UW. Pasbeschite. 


Dr. Hynd described the installation of the camera as the resurrection of 
the 1.8. Control Programe and likened the ceremony to the resurrection of 
Jesus Qiriet. 





ie stated that 1.8. was etill 4 problem in Gwasiland and it could remain 

so for some time, He recalled that 4 random eurvey carried out by the World 
Health Organisation some ‘ime back showed that about 2 percent of the Kingdom's 
population could be attacked by 1.8, 


The old KeRay camera being replaced developed some problems — few yeare back 
and has since not been functioning properly. 


Dr Hynd expressed the hope that the new equipment would help boost the morale 
of the etaff, which he said had dropped after the break in the proper function- 
ing of the old camera. 


te aleo hoped that the etaff could still form an effective 1.8. control team 
in the country. We aleo paid tribute to the British government for having 
made available the services of Dr. 0.4. Shennan who is in charge of the 7.8. 
wait, 


Dr. Shennan expressed his pleasure at having been able to work with the etaff 
at the centre and disclosed that the control unit would be forming team to 
vieit clinies regularly to check on 1.8. patients. 








The team will be at the Mbabane 17.8. unit ewery Tuesday morning and at the centre 
in Mangini on Wednesday, on every firet Thureday of the month at Hiatikule and at 


Pieg’s Peak on the fourth Thureday of the mgonth. 
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TANZANIA 


MEASLES OUTRABAR<=More than 90 children have died in Lushote District as @ result 
of @eacles, Which ie bellewed to hawe affeeted three sub-divisions in the die- 
trict. Acoording te @ Shihatea report the to 

Melingane sub-divisione in Umba, Soni and divisions. in Mamba division 
where 15 children died, the disease af fee the 

Tewe and Milingano sub-divisions, a total of % children died of 

in order to combat the disease, the heal 

been called upon to leunch 4 campaign to persuade the people in the vil 

take their children to the hospital for treatment. The Assistant District Medica! 
Officer, Nduge (Singand), said although efforts were being made to eradicate the 
disease, Lushote District is facing an acute shortage of 
[L.D140395°9 Dar ec Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 1300 i 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


GASTROENTERITIS PROJECT--An oral rehydration project is being conducted in the 
Accident and Emergency Department of Port-of-spain General Hospital. According 
to the Minietry of Health, the exercise, which is being undertaken in collabora- 
tien with the University of the Weat Indies (UWI), is, so far, proving succese- 
ful. Objectives of the project are to reduce the mortality from gastro-enteritis 
and to reduce the number of admissions from gastro at the institution. More 
than 160 children were treated in the programme and sent home, since it began 

in January the Minietry added: “It is estimated that at least half of these 
were cases that would have been admitted to occupy hospital beds, if this pro- 
gramme was not being implemented. The project is continuing, and arrangements 
have been made to extend the service to St Joseph and George Street Health 
Centres. Parente and guardians using these centres are advised that they 
should take their children immediately if vomitting or diarrhoea should occur. 
|Text]) [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 30 Apr 61 p 3) 


cso: %400 
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MARKETING OF COUNTERFEIT PENICILLIN REPORTED 

Lubumbashi MJUMBE: LE QUOTIDIEN DU SHABA in French 5, 6, 7-8 Feb 81 
[Article by Yav Mwin-Mem: "Palee Penicillin on the Market") 

[5 Feb 81, pp 1-6] 


[Text] Among the most sought-after commercial products, medicines rank high. The 
heavy demand seen on the market guarantees exceptional profite. Therefore the cost 
of pharmaceutical products is spiraling. This does not discourage the buyers who 
have need of them in the least. 


More critical still ise the situation when a scarcity of a given product develops 
and campaign of speculation on its price is launched. In accordance with the 
immutable law of the market which regulates the supply and demand mechanism, the 
sellers must outdo their own records. 


The scarcity of penicillin on the market in Lubumbashi is obvious. One need only 
check all the pharmacies to be certain of it. The few businesses which can provide 
it to you at 12 saires per flask are too embarrassed to tell you their source of 


supply. 


This is clearly understandable when one realizes that no government supplier can 
provide you with the product. None of the manufacturers’ representatives, Ciba 
Hoechet Bayer, Warner Lambert, Depharsha and the others, have any penicillin. 


Merchants of Death 


The pharmacists are not alone in having difficulty providing penicillin. Doctors, 
nurses and other medical personnel are all faced with the same sad situation. They 
are particularly seriously affected because they cannot find a valid substitute for 
this antibiotic, which has a broad spectrum of antibacterial activity. 


Much sought after, penicillin when one finds it in any of the local pharmacies, is 
beyond the reach of modest pocketbooks. Certain dark minds have not hesitated to 
exploit this situation. Criminal hands have set to producing the product, or more 
precisely to filling penicillin flasks with anything at all. 


What quantities of this product have the merchants of death put on the market? 
What is the procedure they use to achieve their ends? 
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A Yoreign Substance in Penicillin Containers 


What might one find in penicillin flaske? Thie ie not a game of riddles, and yet 
one must guess, Tae question arises, At first glance it seems absurd, A complex 
of typical features attests to the nature of the product, particularly the label 
“penicillin” should allow no doubt. 


Unfortunately, outward signe are no longer persuasive elements, This is true of 
the flask in our possession which shows all of the standard features of any peni- 
cillin flask, 


Bearing a label with instructions for the use of penicillin, and made of clear —— 
the transparent container makes it possible to see the product within. Protect 

of the purity of the substance is guaranteed by a rubber stopper beneath a sealed 
metal cap. 


All of the outer guarantees protect the authenticity of the pharmaceutical product. 
Who would have suepected the white powder lying innocently at the bottom of the 
penicillin flask? 


it took several applications of this product a few weeks ago in a health establish- 
ment (diepeneary) to reveal that thie was a product which was not penicillin. 


Infectious reactions occurred in the patients treated. One would have thought it 
was a laboratory experiment performed on guinea pigs. It wae nothing of the sort. 
The expert knowledge of the nurses was caught napping. The patients in turn were 
surprised by unexpected illness. 


The Nature of the Falee Product 


We submitted our sample of so-called penicillin to a pharmaceutical scientist. 
Absorbed in his study, he shook the container and its contents in all directions. 
He pointed out to us the residue of agitated powder. He told us it was not 
penicillin. 





After a more careful study of the matter, he pointed several things out to us. The 
carefully reshaped metal cap showed evidence which only the knowledgeable would 
notice. The rubber stopper was slightly marked by needle holes. All this indicated 
previous use of the contents of the flask. 


Attempting an experiment with the aid of a syringe, the scientist injected distilled 
water into the flask. This solvent would not blend with the powder, despite the 
agitation imposed on the solution. The pasty substance remained at the bottom of 
the flask, with the distilled water above it. 


(6 Feb 81, pp 1, 6) 


[Text] In yesterday's edition, we published the first part of a 
study devoted to the existence of counterfeit penicillin on the 
market. The scarcity of this pharmaceutical product and the 

resulting exaggerated cost of it constitute the framework of our 
approach. In the course of the article, we went deeper into the 
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problem of the authenticity of the product contained in peni~ 
cillin flasks, and demonstrated by means of examination by a 
specialist who ise an authority on the matter that what we had was 
falee penicillin, Today we invite you to read the proofs, state 
mente and considerations of some departments competent in the 
matter. 


In the end, the expert told us, our solution would never homogenize, 


Opening the flask, the pharmacist showed us that thie was a product quite different 
from penicillin. There was no need to rack the brain to find the chemical formula 
of the components, he told us. We were dealing quite simply with a basic foodstuff 
given to babies: cream of wheat, 


In the powdered stage, thie cereal has the same external appearance as penicillin. 
But a close look told us it was not. 


Surprising Statements in the Court of the Firet Instance 


The authorities of the Court of the Firet Inetance gave us access to the files. 
Thanks to the references we were given, we found some curious statements in the 
records. 


On 2 May 1980, two sellers of counterfeit penicillin offered their product to a 

local pharmacy. The pharmacist detained them and they were taken to police head- 
quarters. Citizens Mungaza and Kayuyu were interviewed by an OP) [Judicial Police 
Officer] who made out a report. On 9 June 1980, these two citizens appeared before 
the justice of the peace for the Kamalondo zone, sitting in Kenya. Some time earlier, 
the pharmacist who ‘filed the complaint saw one of the accused at large again. This 
time, thie merchant of death was turned over directly to the Court of the First 
Instance. His hearing took place on 12 August 1980. What became of his accomplice? 


It is important to note that Mungaza and Kayuyu admitted to the investigating 

judge that they had sold flasks of counterfeit penicillin. They also have on their 
consciences and paid the fine for filling the penicillin flasks with a foreign 
substance. How did they manage to bottle that product? The details of the report 
do not go beyond the statements made by the traffickers in false products. 


Regional Health Inspectorate 


A physician serving as interim head of this department welcomed us in his office. 
After listening attentively to the purpose of our investigation, he gave us some 
words of encouragement. 


"The regional health inspectorate is aware of the situation. The inspectorate itself 
is on the track of the producers of the false penicillin. A commission has just 
been established within the framework of the regional organization of the health 
service. It will be responsible for the control of pharmaceutical, food, and 
veterinary products." 


He told us that this tool will make it possible to warn of any kind of danger 
threatening the population. Traffic in and the presence of counterfeit penicillin 
on the market is a major concern of the regional health inspectorate service. 
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However, he concluded, in the specific case of sellere of counterfeit penicillin 
brought to justice, they should be subjected to more interrogation. It is true 
that people have admitted selling dubious products. This ie not enough. They must 
also be persuaded to cast all the light possible on this murky affair, In such 
cases they must be urged to reveal their workshops and show by specific operations 
how they went about the task and what tools they used. Can one know if other 
citizens are protecting their accomplices? This possibility, which cannot be 
excluded, should be the focus of more exhaustive investigation. 


A Local Laboratory 


A scientific research worker in a unit producing vaccines for veterinary use 
welcomed us. Our attention was caught by empty penicillin flasks in his office, 
furnished with cupboards and refrigerators for the preservation of vaccines. 


The physician explained the origin of these containers to us in detail. The 
laboratory retrieves them from Sendwe Hospital. After a number of operations 
(including cleaning, sterilization and removal of their labels), the flasks are 
relabeled to identify the vaccine contained. The containers are then sealed by 
a two-way pressure mechaniem. 


The laboratory is above any suspicion, he said. Since there are few employees, the 
control exercised is absolute. None of the personnel could dare to step out of 
line. But the machines used to seal the stoppers are numerous. One need only count 
the number of soft drink plants and breweries, he pointed out. 


Not only are these machines, which are easily operated, sold like other medical 
instruments (microscopes, blood pressure gauges, thermometers, etc), but also, they 
can be manufactured without difficulty. Another possibility available is that it 
is a simple task for a handyman to adapt the metal cap to the form wanted, he 

conc luded. 


A Local Dispensary 


In a health establishment where care is provided to private patients, we explained 
again the development of marketing of false penicillin in the pharmacies. We asked 
if they have ever been made any surprising offers by traffickers. They said they 
had never received any such offers, and that they always dealt on the legal market-- 
pharmacies of good repute, whose services are guaranteed by the advice of a 
specialist in the field. 


However, they commented to us, the scarcity of penicillin on the market forces some 
dispensaries to yield to the tempting offers of traffickers in counterfeit penicillin. 
The price which can be obtained for these products nags many a conscience. 





[7-8 February 81, pp 1, 8] 


[Text] In our issues of last Thursday and Friday, we published our 
report on the counterfeit penicillin put on the market in Lubumbashi 
by criminals. This is false penicillin which is nothing but cream 
of wheat. Our readers will have the opportunity to learn the ins 
and outs of this sad affair. For these readers, we publish the 
continuation and end of this study. 
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Our interlocutore have told ua that the prices to be obtained for these products 
lie on many consciences, They believe, moreover, that thie provides justification 
for having less than total faith in the authenticity of the contents of any bottle 
of medicine. 


The administration of penicillin, like any other medication, requires particular 
care. Penicillin is absorbed by the flesh without problems. The same is the case 
for any similar antibiotic administered by intramuscular injection. 


Our interlocutore said that it is true that an injection of an alien substance in 
the organiem causes unpredictable reactions. In this case, the cream of wheat 
administered represents a masse of liquid which in the end forms an abcess, since 
the substance has no carrier medium, 


We will inform the reader that we were told that this dispensary had unwittingly 
injected cream of wheat into three patients, who subsequently suffered from very 
painful ewelling. 


Final Note 


A number of important facts emerge from our study. In the foreground, we have the 
scarcity of penicillin on the market. This medication is, for mild cases as for 
complicated ones, an antibiotic with very potent antibacterial action. Its 
moderate price places it within the reach of all purses. 


One can understand that the exhaustion of the stocks in the government warehouses 

is a matter of a temporary crisis. The fact that the affiliates of the pharmaceutical 
houses do not expect to receive more for months becomes a matter of concern. This 
very tight supply situation is fortunately alleviated by the DCMP, which provides 

the state hospitals and dispensaries with a considerable volume of pharmaceutical 
products, including penicillin. 


We believe, however, that the regional medical administration should facilitate the 
supply of large warehouses (pharmaceutical depots) with penicillin and other 
products in short supply on the market. Abundance would be the best means of com- 
bating exorbitant prices and trafficking in counterfeit penicillin. 


The establishment of pharmacists’ organization would be desirable. Such a body would 
deal with all the problems pertaining to the pharmacopoeia. In Kinshasa, where such 
a body already exists, many problems have been solved and the advancement of 
pharmacy is guaranteed. 


An effort should be made by the local authorities, we believe. A number of decisions 
with a view to combating the black market have been made. The campaign organized 
against peddlers displaying drugs without the slightest regard for safe preservation 
of them proved ineffective. 


Since this year has been dedicated to social concerns, private pharmacists should 
disappear from public places in the Lubumbashi environs. 


Where traffickers in counterfeit penicillin are concerned, a deeper study should be 
pursued by all those responsible for punishing actions which place the lives of 
citizens in danger. Those guilty of this act should be properly punished. 


5157 
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RABLES OUTBREAK--Unvaccinated canines wandering near the Tanganyika zones and the town 
of Kalembe have infected victims, mainly children, with rabies. The Tanganyika 
subregional veterinarian who reported this situation explained that two victims 
bitten at the Filtisaf workers’ camp in Kalembe are in serious danger. Citizen 
Mwamba also said bitterly that his department has a shortage of vaccine, and is 
powerless to affect this scourge which may take on worrisome dimensions. The 
subregional veterinarian also said that a number of communicable diseases are 
seriously threatening the herds, particularly in the Marungu (Moba). [Text] 
[Kinshasa ELIMA in French 20 Mar 81 pp 1, 7) 5157 
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MINISTER CLAIMS SUCCESS OF BATTLE AGAINST FOOT-AND-MOUTH 


Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 21 Apr 81 p 2 


(Text) 


Commission (EEC) cavering 
food hygiene and animal health 

He said many of the EEC 
members who had been to 
Botswana were witnesses to that 


31 


in addition to these pre- 
cautions. @ vaccine leboretory 
has been established in 





BOTSWANA 














CSO: 


4420 


matter with higher level 
authorities and would be going 
to Brussete and was 
optimistic about @ happy’ 
outcome from the tele 
Addressing himeel! to the 
Ocaession, the minieter 
the Commission 


opening 
The cold storage. the Minister 
sad was a of confidence 


state! 
a Board of Commissioners 


3e 





Hot 
th 
i 


provide an important 
Oreign exchange 


i 


meat trade 
insurance, shipping and 
veterinarians from al! over 




















BULGARIA 


CASE OF PASTEUROLOSIS DESCRIBED 
Sofia VETERINARNA SBIRKA in Bulgarian No 1, 1981 pp 20-22 


[Article by Dr B. Vachev, Dr V. Dobriv and Dr L. Karaivanov, Central Scientific 
Research Veterinary Institute; Dr S. Simeonov, Vidin RVS [Regional Veterinary 
Station]; Dr S. Ignatov and Dr I. Iliev, Mikhaylovgrad OVMTs [Okrug Veterinary 
Medical Center]: "Case of Pasteurolosis in Hogs") 


[Text] Pasteurolosis in hogs, formerly known as hog cholera, throat disease or 
hemorrhagic septicemia, was a neglected disease for the reason that for almost 15 
years no case had been noted in the country. There were sporadic breakouts of the 
disease in small private plots and enzootic cases in the public farms. In 1940 and 
1941 there were more than 300 hog deaths from pasteurolosis in swine and until 1945 it 
was on the list of mandatorily reportable communicable diseases. 


Chenchev and Sivovski identified pasteurolosis in swine (1954) after injecting anti- 
plague serum. 


According to Kernkamp and Stoyanov (1979), pasteurolosis in swine is an endogenous in- 
fection which almost always comes with plague, Aujeszky's disease or viral and micro- 
plasmatic pneumonias. 


In 1979 a severe pasteurolosis enzootic broke out at the "M" Hog Breeding Farm in 
which about 8,000 hogs were being raised. The lack of experience in the struggle 
against the disease under industrial or large-scale hog-breeding conditions, as well 
as alterations of some epizootological characteristics make the description of this 
case necessary. 


The disease appeared first in the fattening sector, after the hogs were fed rejects 
from the poultry slaughterhouse. The major clinical symptons were difficulty in 
breathing, throat soreness and snorting. Subsequent cases involved a swelling in the 
throat and clearly identifiable dyspnea and gave indications of pasteurolosis. A 
bacteriological test confirmed the diagnosis: Gram-negative small bipolar bacteria 
were isolated. The agent was isolated from the parenchymal organs of hogs which had 
to be destroyed. After a 24- to 48-hour cultivation in a medium of blood agar, the 
growth of isolated colonies was noted. The growth of the agent was more compact in 
matter removed from the edematous parapharyngeal erea. 


Isolated strains fermented (xylose, sorbitol, mannitol, glucose, galactose, saccharose, 
levulose, mannose); they were negative for arabinose, lactose, melitose, salizyne, 
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adonitol, maltose and inulin, They were positive for indole, They reduced nitrates 
and had a negative ONPG reaction, In a lysis test with bacteriophages, Past, multo~ 
cida produced lysis without reproducing it. Ail four isolated etrains were patho~ 
genic to mice. The contaminated animale died within 24 hours. The initial strain 
was isolated from them, Two-month-old chicks were intravenously injected with this 
culture and died in the 48th hour (the illness did not develop as a result of intra= 
muscular injection). A starting strain was aleo isolated from the interanl organe 
of the dead chicks. We added them to the feed of two-month-old pigs. The disease 
appeared with ite characteristic symptoms and death followed on the 48th hour. Based 
on biochemical indicators and lysis with bacteriophages and the pathogenic nature of 
the strain administered to white mice, poultry and pigs, we classified the isolated 
agent as Past. multocida. 


The antibiotic chart of the strain shows that the best treatment is achieved with 
chloramphenicol (+++), followed by tilan (++) and furazolidon (++), 


On the basis of such studies aimed at lowering mortality and eliminating the disease, 
we implemented the following measures: 


Daily clinical examinations of the entire herd; the clinically sick animals were iso~ 
lated and treated with chloramphenicol, 0.06 per kg live weight (orally). The treat- 
ment also involved medicines which strengthen the heart and the general condition of 
the body, such as polyglobulins, glucose, calcium and others. About 90 percent of the 
treated pigs recovered. The contact and clinically healthy pigs were treated with a 
dose of 0.03 chloroamphenicol per kg live weight, mixed in the feed for a five-day 
period. The morbidity rate declined from 20 to 30 percent to isolated cases. On the 
fourth day we added to the feed furazolidon in a prophylactic dose (0.055 per kg live 
weight). The therapy was continued for six more days; 


Along with the therapeutic and prophylactic treatment with antibiotics we took several 
other general prophylactic measures such as quarantine, cleaning, disinfection with a 
2 percent solution of sodium base and dusting with lime, deratization and disinsection; 


All pigs were fed 10 percent alfalfa meal which was added to their rations for a 10- 
day period. 


During our experiments and observations of the enzootic, we noted a single case of 
disease in sows raised for a single breeding. This was caused by the absence of a 
hog breeder in the contaminated area, i.e., in the feeding sector. 


The fact that the disease did not break out in the stalls neighboring the contaminated 
ones proves that its communicableness is low. 


In a 10-day period 122 pigs died in the farm, showing the following more typical patho- 
logoanatomical symptoms: severe hemorrhage on the skin and the subcutaneous connective 
tissue, seroses in the kidneys, bladder and intestinal membrane; edema and glauco- 
pneumonic changes in the lungs and expanded, juicy and hemorrhagically inflamed lymph 
nodes; massive swelling in the throat, containing a yellowish or pink serous liquid. 

In chronic cases (100 percent) we diagnosed pericarditis and pleurisy. 


Following the treatment and the specific and general measures which we took, no new 
case was registered in 20 days. After this quiet period, isolated cases broke out 
in the feeding area. This concerns the latent development of the disease. 
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The disease wae totally evedioated after the systematic slaughtering (after the 
required @inimum live weight wae reached) of the hoge in the feeding area, The 
principle of “everything eapty=~everything full” wae etrietly observed. 


The epieootological study revealed that the infeetion had originated in improperly 
Lfeated waste at the poultry slaughterhouse in Mikheyloverad, This was supported by 
the following epieooteolegioas data: 


Prior to the outbreak of pasteurelosis, ao elinical-episootological manifestations of 
the disease had been noted at the fare and causative agents had not been isolated from 
the examined materials, 


in addition to poultry, Ghe poultry slaughterhouse slaughtered rabbite; the latter 
are quite frequently carriers of pasteurella; 


No contol wae exercised over the decontamination of waste in the poultry slaughter= 
house. Purthermere, there was fe separation between the clean and dirty areas, 


About 10 daye after the slaughter of @ large qumber of hoge at the center of the out~ 
break of pasteurelosie, the disease broke out in another three emall hog farms which 
used waste from cafeterias of enterprises whieh had purchased pork from the meat com 
bine 


These data indicate thet it was @ case of an episootic pasteurolosi«s in swine, which 
wee quickly localised and eliminated thanke to the comprehensive measures we described, 
Thie case calle for establishing etricter control of the sterilization of wastes in 
the @eat processing industry, the separation of the clean from the dirty area and 

the establishment of permanent diagnostic and epizootelogical control in the corres- 


ponding hog-breeding farms 
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OMLLE 


BRATILLAN INTEBTINAL VIRUS ATTACKS GOC POPULATION 
Santiago Bi. MERCURTO in Spanish 25 Feb 61 p OH) 


|Text) A serious epidemic iavolving intestinal hemorrhaging hae been affecting 
the dog population of Santiago since December, and the sortality rate inet eased 
in the past few days. 


hae 
Veterinarians disagree ae to whether « mase dog immunisation program should be 
Organized with 4 vaccine they say would attenuate the disease but which is not 
manufactured in Chile and ic imported by only two laboratories. 


Some veterinarians pointed out that the only solution was to treat the symptoms, 
which ts what generally occure with virue diseases. Once the disease strikes, 
it te very improbably that the affected animal can be saved. 


They emphasized that the virus, which is highly resistant and of the filterabie 
type, does not attack man and ie the result of 4 eutation of another virus 
that affects cate with so-called feline typhus, or panleucopenia felina. 


Dr Carlos Munoe Cortes said this is a virus that attacks the animal's digestive 
system, in doge alone, causing copious vomiting and diarrhea, lose of appetite 
or anorexia, along with adynamia or loses of govement. The vomiting ie with 
blood, and the animal firet shows efgne of bronchitis, pharyngitis, and the 
aforementioned symptom of lose of appetite. 


tie added that thie is 4 disease that is caused primarily by lack of preventive 
measures ac it was introduced by dogs imported from Brazil, Ecuador, and 
Uruguay. The first cases appeared 2 years ago in the United States. it aoved 
on to Panama and thence to Brazil. 


The doge imported from Brazil to Chile were “caniches” and poodles, which 
vere brought to the upper-class section of Barric Alto of thie city. The 
disease spread through La Piramide to Conchali and Recoleta and later toward 
the lower neighborhoods of the western section. 


The Cases Are Tending To lacrease 


"I began to notice the appearance of this disease in the first part of December; 
on the 23rd, the qumber of cases began to increase,” Dr Munoz explained. 
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tte eotd that he Nimeell had attended @any eases, fot 411 of them fatal or very 
serious, Sut in these eases where ie mot effective, tt is 
necessary to saerifice the animal, “The ser thing te thet the virus is 
becoming wore powerful a1) the time and cases are inereasing. The laboratories 
did wet think the dieease was gotng to epread ee 

are duly tested, These of U.S. manufacture are 

records of their reliability. The Prench have advantages and they 
have been tested and used in outbreaks, they succeed in preventing the disease.” 







On ie part, Dr Jorge Droguett of the Bilbao Veterinary Clinic said that there 
are cases that lead one to conclude this is 4 tiny virus (Parve virus) that 
causes diarrhea with hemorrhaging and dehydration in dogs, but it hae not been 
isolated officially. Opinion about vaccinating doge te divided, 


in the Apoquinde Veterinary Center, Gongale Velaseu, 4 student »! veterinary 
®edicine, said that the parvovirus causes 4 disease that did not exist in Chile 
and which wae imported from Bragil., “Tt produced acute enteritie ond hemorrhaging. 
The doe starte vomiting and has diarrhea, stope eating, becomes dehydrated, and 
dies. We had five cases here last week, but the disease has been present since 
December.” 


In the Alemana Veterinary Clinic, we were told that the disease produces 
wlceration of the digestive tract of dogs and necrosis or death of the tissues. 
"We," said a doctor who wae not identified, “are attacking the symptoms, 
administering serum for dehydration, coagulants, and other sedication.” 


Finally, the specialiete explained that the disease is propagated through 
the air and thus hae epread in 2 gonthe from the high neighborhoods to the 
low neighborhoods in the weetern part of the city. 
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AUTHORTTIES RAISE LEVEL OF OCHRATOXKIN ALLOWED IN PORK 
Copenhagen INFORMATION in Danish 2 Apr 81 p 5 


{Article by Leif Haneen, Lottie Seith Petersen, Jens Svenstrup Ansersen, and Lone 
Vestergaard: “More Poison for Consumers") 





[Text) Quietly, the Veterinary Directorate and the State Foodstuffe Institute (SL) 
in early January raieed the level of ochratoxin permissible in pork distribution 
to coneumers, Formerly, the whole hog wae rejected if more than 10 micrograms of 
oxhbratoxin wae found per kilogram of hog kidney. Now, the hog carcass is rejected 
only if more than 25 micrograms per kilogram of kidney is found. A consequence of 
thie change ie that hog carcasses previously rejected in meat inspection are now 
distributed to the consumers. Increasing the level of ochratoxin is taking place 
without a re-evaluation of the toxicity of the substance. 


What ie Ochratoxin? 


Ochratoxin ts a poison produced by two soulde (Penicillium viridicatum and aspergillus 
ochraceus,) that grows on feed grains, in particular if they are moist. 


in animale fed on the mouldy grain, the poison collects among other places in the 
kidneys, damaging them. But the poison is aleo found in muscles (meat) and fat, most 
often in the ratio 4:2:1 for kidneys, suscles, and fat. 


Since hoge in thie country are fed mostly on graine it is pork in particular against 
which one gust be on guard. 


Today, ochratoxin poisoning occurs only very rarely in humans. What is feared is 

the long-range effecte of emall daily doses over many years. In animals the acute 
toxic effect is seen more frequently. Hoge fed on grain containing ochratoxin will 
slowly eicken, Ochratoxin collects in the kidneys and destroys kidney tissue. 

Thie means that the kidneys cannot absorb the nutrients (glucose, vitamins, minerals, 
etc) healthy kidneys would have retained in the organism. Instead, the nutrients 

are discharged in the urine, and the hog loses weight. 


Why the Increase’ 


The justification offered by the Veterinary Directorate and the State Foodstuff 
Inetitute for the increase is that the number of hogs showing any ochratoxin content 
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at all has been greatly reduced, Thus the total amount of the poison loaded upon 
the people ie not supposed to rise, even though the limit is raised and more hoge 
slip through the control, 





This ie a cynical argument since ochratoxin ie as poisonous ae ever, The real 
explanation ie that pressure from agricultural organizations has been submitted to, 


At the old limit carcasses to the value of 29 million kroner were rejected, a loss 
that had to be borne by the producers, In thie ia included 200 kroner per labora- 
tory test necessary to determine whether or not the carcass ie to be rejected. This 
is also paid by the breeder, 


Another justification is that Denmark is the only country in the world that controls 
oxhratoxin, and it has not been determined with certainty that the substance has a 
haraful effect upon humane. One may wonder how the limit could have been set at 
precisely 25 micrograms, 


tarlier, hog raieere attempted to get around the problem in various ways. If the 
hog is ailing and the reason ie mouldy grain, ite kidneys can be “washed” by feeding 
it grain free of ochratoxin for a month prior to butchering. Swedish investigations 
show, however, that traces of the poison can remain in the meat, even though the 
kidneys pase inspection, A combination of drying and ammonia treatment has also 
been tried. Drying alone kills the mould, but does not inactivate the toxin formed, 
Therefore the supplementary ammonia treatment. Unfortunately, the hoge refuse to 
eat the grain treated with ammonia, and each fourth hog treated had kidney damage-- 
but of a type that did not lead to rejection in inspection, The SL's arguments are 
not tenable. In our opinion the justification for raising the permissible limit of 
ochratoxin in pork are questionable, An unchanged amount eaten by the people as a 
whole is slight comfort for the consumer who draws the wrong number, namely the hog 
with 25 micrograms per kilogram of kidney tissue. This amount is not even declared. 


The number of poisoned hogs should be dropping. We have found no documentation for 
thie assertion. On the contrary, the publications of agricultural organizations 
warn that an increase was to be expected. HOG PRODUCTION of October, 1980, mentions 
the danger of a new epidemic of mould [hyphomysetes] this year, the reason being 
that the fall and climatic condition in 1980 were similar to those of 1970 and 1978, 
when the wet fall resulted in an epidemic. 


in view of this it is incomprehensible that the rejection limit is being raised. 
The SL has not undertaken a toxicologic re-evaluation--ochratoxin is still dan- 
gerous. How, then, can a new limit of 25 mg/kg be set? 


Control Questionable 


Control consists of inspection of the kidneys. If they are pale, they are tested 
for ochratixin. If the content is above 25 mg/kg the entire carcass is rejected, 
while content of between 10 and 25 mg/kg means that the kidneys alone are rejected. 
However, ochratoxin occurs in kidneys without visible changes as well, but these 
are not caught in the inspection. 
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ln other words, consumers are foreed to act blindly, for what do we know about 

the production of our foodetuffe? We are eo far removed from the production of our 
foodetuffe that we have no idea of whether or not healthful products are produced 
by the system, 


The industrialisation of food production has led to demands for effectiveness and 
protitableness, Attempts are made to attain thie by means of unnatural growth 
conditions for animale and plants, Attempte are made to “resolve” the side effects 
of artificial growth conditions by means of psychopharmacopeoia, penicillin, and 
other antibiotics, chemical fertilizers, pesticides, and other things. Threshing 
grain by combine has made threshing possible in wetter conditions than earlier, 
thereby increasing the danger of ochratoxin epidemics. Centralization of produc- 
tion and processing of our foods have heightened the demand for control of the pro- 
ducts that come out of the system, The consumers themselves cannot undertake this 
control, but are forced to hope that the estate's control organs carry out the task 
effectively. 


The matter in question makes this hope pale, however, Neither the Consumers 
Council nor NOAH [expansion unknown) knew anything about the raised rejection level 
before it was mentioned in POLITIKEN on 17 January, 1981, Neither an orientation 
nor a presse report was issued in advance. Thus there was no opportunity to protest 
until the regulation had been in force for 2 months. 


The SL's role in raising the rejection limit also shows that the SL neither can nor 
will guard the people's health interests, but acts as the lengthened arm of industry 
and agriculture in that economic considerations once more have been allowed to 

weigh more heavily than regard for the environment and health. After thie dirty 
deal our confidence in the SL as a guardian of the interest of the consumers is zero, 


Leif Hansen, Lotte Smith Petersen, Jens Svestrup Andersen, and Lone Vestergaard are 
active in NOAH's food group in Copenhagen. Sources: VAR FODA, No 6, 1979, journal 
of the Food Administration [Swedish]. NY TID OG VI, February 1980, SWINE PRODUC- 
TION, October, 1980, LANDSBLADET, No 2, Jan, 1981. 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


RINDERPEST DEATHS=-Cattle plague has killed 112 wild buffaloes and seven wild 
pige at the Kagiranga park, according to inforwation received in Calcutta on 
Sunday. Rhinos and deer have escaped. Mr D. K. Lahiri Chowdhury member of the 
Eastern region committee, Wild Life Fund, who visited the area recently, said 
that the outbreak of the plague, known as rinderpest, was confined tv he 
western range of the park. Domestic cattle which was said to tranemit the 
disease, in the fringe areas, were vaccinated. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATES- 
MAN in English 20 Apr 81 p 9] 
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MOZAMB LQUE 


PREVENTIVE VACCINATION CAMPAIGN AGAINST CARBUNCLE 
Beira NOTICIAS DA BEIRA in Portuguese 18 Apr 81 p 3 


[Excerpts] The cattle vaccination campaign in the province of Sofala will be 
launched next Tuesday. Its objective is to immunize cattle against various 
diseases that could affect the normal and desirable development of the herds. 


Vaccinations, which basically consist in the immunization of cattle against hematic 
and symptomatic carbuncle, will begin in the city of Beira on 22 April and will 
include in succession the Dondo, Buzi and Marromeu districts. The campaign will 
end on 30 May. 


One of the officials of the provincial department of livestock stated that “hematic 
and symptomatic carbuncle are diseases that have not yet been registered in the 
province of Sofala, at least in recent years. However, we carry out this vaccina- 
tion campaign yearly as a preventive measure." He added that as of last December, 
this province had a little over 47,000 heads of livestock, 26,000 of which belong 
to the state sector. 


This official said thet the disease that has most frequently affected both herds 
and hogs is the tee-tse fly. Protection against this disease requires important 
financial means not available at present, involving the aerial spraying of the 
forests harboring the tse-tse fly. At this time, the fight against this disease 
is carried out only through vaccinations. It should be noted that it was detected 
in the Mafambisse area, where a number of measures are being adopted. 


in answer to a question about the support that the provincial department of live- 
stock has provided the family sector, this official said that it has been minimal 
tecause of the difficulties encountered in controlling the activities of this sector. 
‘te added that the methods used by the family sector in raising the herds, and 
especially the poor treatment of animals, are at the origin of this situation. 


Following this vaccination campaign, another will take place aimed at the incidence 
of brucellosis. 


CSO: 5400/5151 


42 




















NEW ZEALAND 


pHi, 


fe 23 Hi i i | Hi it 
(ik ue 34 
tl * ply pt 
lene J— at 
Et i He Hl ‘. i 
wl a fac fere 
ita fea E ad 
vies i 
Gib liegt nil 

















ext 


[T 


LOCAL FIRM DEVELOPS LEPTOSPIROSIS VACCINE FOR CATTLE 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 29 Apr 81 p 7 
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NEW ZEALAND 


FACTAL ECZEMA OUTBREAK~--PA, Wellington--Facial eczema among sheep and cattle 
in the northern half of the North Island, has been a serious problem for more 
than two months now, costing ecne farmers thousands of dollars. One sheep- 
farmer who owns a 242 ha property near Havelock North estimates his losses to 
be up to $30,000 at this point and more for his neighbour. “All suggested 
remedies have been tried with no result," he said. The facial eczema outbreak 
has affected such areas as Northland Bay of Plenty, Waikato, Taranaki, and 
Hawke's Bay. [Text] [Christchurch THE PRESS in English 8 Apr 81 p 2) 
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PARAGUAY 


BRIEFS 
FOOT-AND-MOUTH OUTBREAK=-An outbreak of hoof and mouth disease has been detected 
in Mario Roque Alonso District. This disease was detected by veterinarians after 


examining several head of dead cattle. [Asuncion ULTIMA HORA in Spanish 29 Apr 
Bi p 13) 
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INDIA 


FUNGAL DISEASE REPORTED THREATENING GRAM CROP 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 27 Apr 81 p 15 
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MALAYSIA 





OUTBREAK OF COCOA DISEASE CAUSES CONCERN 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 4 Apr 81 p 12 
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NEW ZEALAND 


NEW RUST DISEASE HAS LITTLE EFFECT ON WHEAT YIELDS 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 10 Apr 81 p 20 
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MEETING OF RED LOCUBT CONTROL ORGANIZATION REPORTED 
Mbabane THE TIMER OF SWAZILAND in Baglish 30 Apr 81 p | 


\Text) Gwagileand ie playing heet te 4 two day meeting of the executive 
committee of the International Red Locust Control Organisation for Central 
and Southern Africa, 


The Meeting opened at the Swasi inn yesterday and was expected to last until 
today. The organisation formed 11 years ago to succeed the International 
Red Locust Control Service which began operations in 1949, is responsible 
for survey and control of Red Locust in the member countries. 


lhe present members are Botewana, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland, 
Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia. The governments of Burundi, Rwanda, Angola 
and Zimbabwe have been invited to join the organisation. 


Zimbabwe has already indicated her willingness to join this year. The red 
locuste breed in certain areas known as red locust areas in Malawi, 
Mozambique, Tanzania and Zambia. 


These areas are said to have similar features topographically and climatically, 
and are capable of producing migrating ewarm: of red locusts. 


Once the ewarme are formed, the locusts can fly out of the breeding areas to 
other parte of the region and destroy various kinds of crops. 


Some of the breeding areas are said to be still active although ewarms of 
the locusts have not been seen in many member countries. 


the executive committee of the organisation, of which Swaziland is chairman, 
deals «ith normal administrative issues of the organisation and also makes 
recomendations to the governing Ministerial Council on policy, scientific and 
budgetary matters. 


The committee meets at least three times 4 year. 


CSO: 5600/5149 
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VENEZUBLA 


CAMPAIGN WAGED AGAINST CACAO PLANTATLON BLIGHT 
Caracas BL, UNTVERBAL in Spanish 16 Mar 61 See 2 p 6 
|Article by Boaneg Pernia Ramires) 


|\Text) San Cristobal, 15 Mar == The National Cacao Fund, working through 
specialists and workers at 80 sites, te pushing ahead with its campaign to control 
and eradicate the disease known ae witch's » Which te doing 4 great deal of 
damage to cacao plantations in the area of La Victoria, Apure State. 


This information was divulged by Ruben Dario Oliveros Vasques, chief agronomist 
of the southwestern region of the National Cacao Pund, who pointed out that 

his organization, together with the Division of Plant Health of the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Husbandry, has been pursuing thie plant health campaign 
intensively since ite inception last year. 


"At present,” Oliveros Vaeques said, “some 600 hectares of cacao are under 
treatment where the disease has caused losses and where the farmere are hastening 
to replant with « hybrid type that ie resistant to the disease and highly 
productive. This is being provided by the National Cacao Pund.” 


According to Olivares Vaequez, the effort of the organization which he heads 

in the southwestern region is organized in three stages: first, the control 

and eradication of the disease; second, the recuperation of the areas that 

produce cacao; am’ third, the protection of the bean. it was learned that 
deliveries of cacao seed resistent to witch's broom disease, which has considerably 
affected plantations in the La Victoria area of upper Apure, have already begun 
just thie past week. 


The high official also reported that 4 cacao-marketing center, built by the 
National Fund in Obispos, State of Barinas, opened yesterday. Producers had 
requested such a center for many years; it will benefit cacao growers in such 
areas as Charal, Borburata, Quebrada Seca, and Barinitas, which comprise the 
region known ae the Barinas cacao belt. 


“Heretofore,” he added, “producers brought their crops to 4 market center 150 
kilometere from thie cacao belt, that is, to Ciudad Bolivar, at considerable 
expense, something they do not have to contend with now with the opening of the 
new marketing center.” 
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